Globalisation has had a variety of impacts on our everyday life. The most obvious impacts are those which can be noticed when you go shopping.
Take consumer choice. Widening global markets mean that more and more products are available to shoppers, at increasingly lower prices. From a cultural perspective, it could be said that the introduction of new brands widens our cultural horizons as supermarket shelves are stacked with products from all over the world. Yet there is a downside; one of globalisation’s impacts is the trend of so-called ‘Westernisation’ and the idea of ‘culture imports’. An obvious example of this is the presence of McDonalds in nearly every major city in the world. Some people argue against globalisation on the ground that it could lead to a loss of culture, rather than a gain, as they fear that every city will be dominated by the same big multinational firms, so the sight of someone running to HSBC in their Nike trainers and Levi jeans, whilst eating a Big Mac, may become more commonplace.
However, big cities are not, yet, completely overrun with these large multinationals, and consumers are actually benefiting from the increased choice and cheaper products which foreign firms have to offer. Whilst this may be good for consumers, it is not so beneficial for the individual when you take into account the jobs which are lost due to domestic firms facing steep competition from cheaper imports. Take pianos for example: it was only the other week that the last British manufacturer of pianos had to close down, making hundreds of workers redundant, because places such as Taiwan and China can produce pianos at much lower costs. The TV news report which covered this story also showed workers looking saddened at the prospect of the “made in England” label disappearing off their pianos. This loss of ‘heritage’ is another downside caused by globalisation.
On a more positive note, another area where individuals benefited from globalisation’s impact was in financial services; note the use of past tense there. Although the financial crisis has not exactly made the financial world look good, the impact on our everyday lives from globalisation in relation to finance has been sizeable. The emergence of worldwide financial markets has meant that individual borrowers did have better access to credit. Yet the negative effects of globalisation in the financial sector are also large but have only really been evidenced more recently. The interdependence and interconnectedness of financial markets meant that the recent financial crisis was almost impossible to contain and knock-on effects were felt across the world’s populations.
This interdependence I’ve just mentioned was enhanced by the globalisation of technology and the spread of the internet. The impact on our everyday lives resulting from the spread of information and technology is beneficial. Things like the internet and e-mail have improved the flow of ideas, thus it is argued that our knowledge is much more diverse as a result. The ease of communication has also improved when you consider things such as Facebook or Skype. 
Overall it can be said that globalisation has had a huge impact on our everyday lives, even if this ‘impact’ isn’t always glaringly obvious. Not only has it already impacted on our lives, but it will continue to do so. Globalisation is an unstoppable force for change; good or bad. 
