Globalisation is not new. It has been with us since the Roman built our first straight roads. The global spread of the British Empire in the 19th century gave many nations the English language and a lasting bond. The BBC world service still extends our influence beyond the European Union and NATO. The rise of Japan as an economic power post World War 2 gave us cheap cars and sushi. And now we all drink Coke and watch Hollywood movies thanks to the USA.  All these examples of the impact globalization has had have affected different country’s cultures. Culture is an essential element that dictates the structure of everyday life and something that globalization has an undeniable influence on. 
 

The impact of globalization on the cultural sphere is most often viewed in a pessimistic light. It is usually associated with the destruction of cultural identity. People argue that before globalization there were local, distinct and culturally sustaining connections between geographical places and cultural experiences. This represented ones cultural identity. Now it would seem that globalization has swept through the worlds diverse cultures destroying stable localities and bringing market driven uniformity of cultural experience.  An example is the paradox McDonalds presents to China today. Traditionally in China the birthdays of Chinese children do not entail a big celebration. However due to the McDonalds marketing campaign celebrating birthdays American style has become popular in China, Chinese society is changing, influenced by the  marketing of global giant McDonalds .
 

From these examples it is evident that globalization does impact greatly on our everyday cultural existence. And the influence is undeniably strong. But do you think it is necessary to go as far as some governments and try and prevent some globalization? The Bermudan government has banned fast food chains from establishing any restaurants on the island. Is this a necessary measure?  The Chinese government worry about the influence of the internet and US websites such as facebook – should they? And a further question we must ask is, are governments like the Chinese doing this as they are cautious of globalization or is it an excuse to block out their critics opinions and strengthen the communist party. To many this could be seen as a cultural disadvantage. 

It is believed by some that the penetration of Globalization in areas of mundane cultural experience is positive. They say this penetration brings a transformation into the routine pattern of culture which brings globalized experiences and outlooks into the heart of our own lives. For example TV news brings distant conflicts into the intimate spaces of out living rooms, exotic tastes are becoming a routine feature in our diets and in countries like Iran where women are still subordinate to men women’s movements can be inspired by books and articles from the west. We are all more aware of corrupt and evil governments and global awareness and coordination can accelerate change and action. The global village can be a force and influence for positive change. We can now work together in multinational organisations such as the United Nations and Amnesty international to promote cultural values and tackle world issues. 

 

After examining both negative and positive views of the impact globalization has on culture it may seem to many of you globalization is a double edged sword. This is true. But does this mean that nations such as China should react radically? Should governments invest money in retaining cultural traditions? Or should we leave it to the people to preserve what they feel is important?  These are questions of rising importance but which are yet to be answered. 
